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STREETS OF BOSTOJf. 



Copy of Letter to Hon. Josiah Quincy^ on widening 
the Streets of Boston. 

Nahant, Sept. 18, 1859. 
Hon. Josiah Quimcy; 

Dear Sir, — As you have beeu run over» and I have 
been knocked down, by oarriagea in the streets of Bos- 
ton, we have in our own pensons practical evidence 
that our streets are too narrow. Indeed, it seems to 
me the daily locking and jams of carriages, carts, and 
wagons, to be observed in great numbers of our streets, 
call loudly for a remedy. 

As you have done so much for the town, and have 
no doubt often considered the trouble I speak of, I 
shall not apologize in offering for your consideration 
and opinion a plan which I have thought of as possi- 
bly able to efSect a widening of our streets without 
such heavy taxation, which appears now to be the only 
way of improving our streets, and which taxation has 
in it much that is unjust in its operation. 

I now proceed to open my plan. It is probably very 
generally true that widening streets is not merely a 



public advantage, but in most cases a private benefit 
to those whose lands are taken for such purpose. 
A^^ith this view "betterment laws" have been attempted, 
and failed. Such laws must be dangerous, often ruin- 
ous, to individuals ; yet there are many cogent reasons 
in their favor. Some plan must be devised, which 
shall not be conapulsory upon individuals, but rather 
leave to them their individual choice. Such is a por- 
tion of my plan. 

The Plan. 

Suppose it be desirable to widen Washington 
Street, between Winter and West Streets. For the ex- 
periment, let the city decide to widen twelve feet on the 
north-west side, upon such treaty as can be made with 
the abutters ; oe, if they are particularly opposed to the 
taking of the land, refer the owners to their remedy at 
law. 

The widening being made, let the whole addition of 
width remain in the sidewalk, which, if now ten feet 
wide, would then be twenty-two feet, which would offer 
a splendid sidewalk. 

We may suppose, after the walls are rebuilt, the shops 
and warehouses on the widened side of the way will 
rent for an advance on the old rates ; while those on 
the other, narrow side, will at best remain at the same 
rates as before the improvement. 

The city, before this thing is undertaken, to agree 
with the proprietors of the land to be taken, that the 



whole benefit of the widening shall remam to them, and 
the curbstones not set back until the other side the 
street shall be made equally wide, by the individual 
owners or the dty ; in the meantime wait the result upon 
the proprietors on the narrow side of the street. But if 
these last-mentioned proprietors should agree, at their 
own expense, to widen their side, then the curbstone 
on the first widened side should be set two feet back, and 
the same on the other side ; thus widening the main 
carriage-track four feet, and the sidewalks ten feet on 
each side. 

It appears to me this plan would show to the abut- 
ters on the narrow side what they wanted for the bet- 
terment of their estates, and would incline them to make 
the improvement themselves, with no call on the city, or 
a very reduced one. Thus, if this plan takes, it would be 
shown to landlord and tenant, the private as well as 
the public advantage of widening the streets; and it 
could be done without the compulsion of an odious bet- 
terment law. 

In case of such widening, I see no disadvantage to 
any party except those at the comers of the streets, 
and some injury to abutters whose lots were very shal- 
low. Some redress in such cases should be allowed. 

During your highly valuable administration of the 
City Government, I madqan offer to<give nine feet front 
and one hundred feet deep, in Court Street, of land now 
worth ;^20,00(), in order to induce the city to open a 



street, between the Court House and my estate in that 
street ; and I also persuaded the Fifty Associates and 
others on the line to do the same, — all of which was 
done, and the gift to the city made. The advantage was 
great to all who gave, and great to the city also. 

This gift of valuable land for widening a street none 
repent ; and I venture to say there are none of the abut- 
ters, where streets have been widened, who would not 
give as much as the city gave them, to prevent the 
streets on which they abutted from being again nar- 
rowed to the old dimensions. 

I think all will admit this last position. If it is 
universally admitted, does it not show the private ad- 
vantage of widening ? and, as probable, my plan would 
be successful in its operation. 

What I propose requires some elaboration ; but . I 
content myself now with spreading the simple proposi- 
tion before you, and to say, in conclusion, I feel myself 
honored in being able to say I am 

Your friend and servant, 

Frederic Tudor. 



Copy of Letter to Frederic Tudor^ Esq., on widening 

the Streets of Boston. 
Frederic Tudor, Esq. : 

Dear Sir, — I am gratified that you are turning your 
attention to the next*to-impassable state of the city 
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streets. Whoever suggests any thing which will give 
relief to them generally, or even locally, will render a 
great service to his country. The plan which you 
have subnitted to me, in your favor of the 13th inst, 
by widening one side of the street with the consent 
and at the expense of the abutters, on terms which 
will give that an advantage over the opposite, if those 
on this side did not do the like, is novel ; has an aspect 
of practicability, and in some localities might be feasi- 
ble ; and is certainly worthy of suggestion either to the 
city authorities or the public. There are some localities 
in which it might be practicable. If tried, and should 
be successful, in such an event it would tend to its 
being tried on other streets or parts of the city. The 
attempt in any case, if it should be made, has this en- 
couraging feature, that, if it fail, it would cost the city 
nothing. If it succeeded in any instance, it would be 
a gain to the city, convenience without expense, and 
possibly lead to some reduction of the great and in- 
creasing expense of widening our streets. As you 
asked, you are at liberty to use this letter at your 
discretion. 

Truly and respectfully yours, 

JOSIAH QuiNCY. 
QuiNCT, Sept 24, 1859. 



There was an intermediate letter from Mr. Quincy, 
which, relating to other matters as well as the one in 



particular questioDj is rendered unnecessary to be 
inserted. 

In the letter omitted, Mr. Quincy suggested that the 
side of the street neglected might have proprietors who 
would consider themselves oppressed by such act of 
the city. I have attempted an answer to this in the 
following letter. 



Copy of Letter to Hon. Josiak Quincy^ on widmmg 
the Streets of Boston, 

Nahai^t, Sept 26, 1B59. 
HOTI. JOSIAH QUINCT : 

Dear Sir, — I received last evening your reply to my 
letter of the 13th inst, and I consider it on the whole 
as commendatory of my plan of widening the streets of 
Boston. 

In a previous letter you seem, however, to think, if 
the Mayor and Aldermen adopt it, and widen one side 
of a street, under a contract with the abutters of the 
widened side that the curbstone on their side shall 
not be moved in until the other side shall be widened, 
may be considered oppressive to the side remaining 
narrow ; but it is to be considered, that, for this agree- 
ment, the abutters on the widened side are to be con- 
tented with a less price for their land taken, and that 
nothing is taken away from the side which is to remain 
narrow, — nisi^ at any rate the narrow side gains in- 
creased light and ain I am aware that any Mayor and 
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Aldermen will consider the popularity of any measure 
before they adopt it, while at the same time the mayor 
is " a giant ; " but, in order to avert and secure in 
advance the public opinion, I propose to publish in a 
pamphlet form my letter to you, and (with your consent) 
such parts of your letter which are not complimentary 
beyond my deserving, and send them to the mayor, and 
individuals of the city government, as well as to other 
citizens, so as to have a popular opinion on the plan. 

The voice of the citizens of Boston is of moment ; 
and I think it will be given, because it is in every 
man's thought and speech, the crowding and choking 
of our streets. They will consider it as they value 
their own personal and individual convenience, and the 
prosperity of Boston. If the suggestion meets with 
great opposition, I am prepared to sustain the storm. 
But I incline to the belief it will be well received, and, 
if carried into effect, succeed; as every attempt at 
widening our streets has succeeded, and, after being 
accomplished, excited no other feeling but entire satis- 
faction, and universal approval of all parties. 

With great respect, your friend and servant, 

Frederic Tudor. 
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Concluding Remarks. 



Mr. Quincy, in his letter, considers the plan is to cost 
the city nothing; but this is not to be the case in the 
first instance. It is only supposed the agreement 
made with the proprietors for widening is to be less 
expensive to the city : by the agreement, the widened 
side is to have the whole benefit of the widening, — 
and no setting back of the curbstone, until the other 
side is widened, and by the proprietors themselves at 
their own cost. This is offering to the widened-side 
proprietors a great advantage. 

Should the plan be considered of value, I do not 
know that it would not be desirable the city govern- 
ment should make an offer to aid in moderation any set 
of proprietors who should volunteer to come into the 
plan, and carry the widening of one side of a street into 
effect. 

Before closing, I beg leave to bring to the notice of 
my fellow*citizens the improvements going on in the 
streets passing the church of the late Dr. Channing, 
in Congress Street, late Atkinson Street, and the 
neighborhood. 

I invite all those interested in this question to go 
and view this part of the city. To such as go, I would 
ask, whether in the end such narrow, dark streets and 
warehouses are not in danger of being abandoned for 
streets where there is light and air, with room for 
three or four carriages to pass abreast 1 
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New warehouses have been m great request on 
account of the mcreased business of Boston, and new 
is at present a recommendation ; but the time must 
come when streets of proportionate width to the 
business and passing in them will be considered as 
important and more desirable than new warehouses, 
even in central situations, which bound narrow, dark 
streets. 

With the hope none will be offended in streets which 
I have been obliged to bring to particular notice in 
order to show where there seems to be desirable 
widenings to be made, I submit my plan to my fellow- 
citizens, "i 

Frederic Tudor. 

B08TOK, October, 1859. 



